FRESHMAN ENGLISH
2 trimesters- 1credit
This class is required of all ninth graders.  It continues the basic development of composition skills begun in the middle school.  This is a comprehensive course which provides students with instruction and guided practice in reading and analyzing different genres of literature; improving writing, listening, critical thinking, and speaking skills; and applying principles of grammar and mechanics. This is a specific requirement for graduation.

I.
GOALS

A.
To critically analyze a variety of genre

B.
To improve communication skills

C.
To refine grammar, usage, and punctuation skills

II. UNITS OF STUDY
Trimester A: Overcoming Obstacles
A.
Literature units

1.
Night
2.    Overcoming obstacles
a. Short stories

b. Non-fiction

c. Poetry
B. Research

1.  Global Citizenry Research Project
2.  APA style
C. Writing

1. PIE paragraphs
2. Research paper
3. Short persuasive pieces
D. Language/word study

1. Literary terms

2. Parts of speech

3. Sentence structure and types of sentences

4. Complete sentences with punctuation

5. Comma rules

6. Transitions
Speaking and listening

1. Group and individual presentations

2. Large and small group discussions
Trimester B: Relationships
A.
Literature units

1.
Romeo and Juliet
2.  Choice novel tied to theme
B. Writing

1. PIE paragraphs
2. Literary Analysis Essay
D.
Language/word study

1. Comma rules continue
2. Combining sentences

3. Apostrophes

4. Subject/verb agreement

5. Pronoun usage
E.
Speaking and listening

1.  Group and individual presentations

2.  Large and small group discussions
